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When  I  began  to  list  my  own  family  possessions  for  my 
convenience  only,  I  immediately  met  the  surprising  fact 
that  I  really  knew  little  about  most  of  them,  and  nothing 
about  some.  Of  several  that  had  been  familiar  objects  all 
my  life,  I  was  in  doubt  as  to  which  grandmother  they  had 
belonged;  of  others,  as  to  whether  they  had  come  from  a 
grandfather  or  a  great-grandfather.  Turning  to  papers  that 
had  long  been  neglected  as  of  little  or  no  value,  and  reading 
many  old  letters,  I  found  solutions  of  many  of  the  problems. 
Realizing  that  if  I  had  been  in  doubt  about  objects  that  had 
been  cherished  by  my  parents,  my  sister  and  myself,  what 
might  be  the  perplexity  of  the  next  generation,  I  determined 
to  make  the  list  as  fully  descriptive  as  possible. 

Thereafter  occurred  the  question  what  might  my  cousins 
have.  And  were  they  better  informed  about  their  posses¬ 
sions  than  I  had  been  about  mine?  Furthermore  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  all  possessions  from  common  ancestors  might  be 
of  interest  to  the  whole  family.  Such  a  list  may  be  of  use, 
too,  in  several  directions.  Thus,  by  arousing  interest  in  the 
matter,  in  bringing  to  light  forgotten  items  perhaps  long 
packed  away.  My  papers  indicate  the  existence,  fifty 
years  ago,  of  possessions  that  had  disappeared.  A  number 
have  already  come  to  light.  Possibly  others  will.  A 
printed  list  may  to  some  extent  keep  the  subject  in  our 
minds. 

The  pride  of  ancestry  and  of  old  possessions  Is  not  en¬ 
tirely  vain.  They  give  us  a  background  in  the  life  of  today, 
which  should  mellow  youth  and  enrich  age;  without  which 
cultivation  is  rarely  achieved.  If  I  have  tried  the  patience 
of  any  of  my  cousins  by  persistent  questions,  I  hope  that 
they  may  be  gratified  by  finding  that  we  have  a  collection 
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respectable  in  size  for  an  American  family,  beautiful  in 
many  pieces,  and  abounding  in  association  with  a  former 
century.1 

I  have  not  ventured  to  use  descriptive  adjectives,  as 
charming,  beautiful  and  ugly.  That  could  be  done  judi¬ 
ciously  only  of  my  own  property. 

Theodore  Langdon  Van  Norden. 

Naarden  Farm, 

South  Salem,  N.  Y., 

1925. 

1  Because  of  the  burning  of  our  great-great-grandfather’s  house  at 
New  Bridge,  we  have  few  possessions  earlier  than  1810.  And  during 
the  Revolution  an  engagement  occurred  in  the  neighborhood,  when  the 
house  was  pillaged. 


NOTES. 


Inscriptions  are  in  italics. 

Names  of  original  owners  are  in  small  capitals. 
Present  owners,  in  LARGE  CAPITALS. 


VI.1  Theodorus  William 

Van  Norden, 

B.  Jan.  4,  1767;  D. 
Mar.  15,  1837/6;  M. 
Mar.  27,  1796 
Alletta  Langdon, 


VII.  Thomas  Langdon  Van 
Norden, 

B.  Oct.  2,  1802;  D. 
Aug.  29,  1871;  M. 
Oct.  28,  1828 
Margaret  Hoghland 
Warner, 

B.  Oct.  9,  1811;  D. 
July  9,  1876. 


Leonard  Warner, 

B.  June  19,  1768; 
July  27,  1839; 

(2d)  Dec.  2,  1810 
Margaret  Wood  Hogh¬ 
land, 

B.  July  8,  1785;  D. 
Oct.  21,  1858. 


Margaret  Hoghland 
Warner. 


B.  Mar.  31,  1777;  D. 
Sept.  13,  1857. 


The  following  dates  have  been  helpful  in  determining 
some  dates  approximately: 

1812,  Theodorus  moved  into  his  own  house. 

1835,  Theodorus  moved  uptown  into  a  new  house. 

1  Roman  numerals  indicate  the  generation  in  America.  The  Van 
Norden  Family.  B.:  born.  D.:  died.  M.:  married. 
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1832-1835,  business  was  prosperous,  and  in  the  latter  year 
Thomas  moved  into  his  own  house. 

1849,  business  had  recovered  from  the  panic  of  1837  and 
the  consequent  depression,  and  Thomas  was  making 
money.  The  panic  of  1857  introduced  a  period  of 
economy;  and  the  Civil  War  all  but  ruined  Thomas’ 
business.  Thereafter  my  grandfather  bought  few 
luxuries  of  value.1 

Owners,  after  the  first  two,  are  listed  by  seniority,  as  they 
are  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  the  eighth  generation.2 
Happily  I  can  begin  with  the  only  surviving  Van  Norden  of 
the  eighth  generation. 

I  append  excerpts  from  two  papers  that  have  been  of 
great  use  in  determining  dates:  a  list  of  possessions  made 
by  my  grandmother  in  1868;  and  her  will  of  1876. 

1  The  Van  Norden  Family. 

2  Two  others,  relatives  by  marriage,  will  be  recognized. 


VAN  NORDEN  FAMILY  POSSESSIONS. 


MARY  PATTERSON  VAN  NORDEN. 

1.  6  Dessert  Spoons.  T.  M.  V.  N.1  Thomas  and 

Margaret  Van  Norden.  A  single  line  around 
the  handle.  By  Rockwell.  Cir.  1830. 

2.  Bedroom  Clock.  Margaret  Hoghland  Van 

Norden.2  Late  Empire,  Cir.  1850. 

3.  Sofa.  Mahogany,  Empire.  Margaret  Hoghland 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1828. 

1  Most  of  our  grandmother’s  silver,  bought  after  marriage,  was  so 
marked. 

2  Our  grandmother  always  used  as  her  middle  name  her  early  middle 
name,  not  her  maiden  name. 
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RUTH  SPILMAN  VAN  NORDEN. 

4.  Miniature  of  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Mar¬ 

garet  H.  Van  Norden.  Painted  by  Rogers,  and 
presented  by  Thomas  to  his  betrothed  Margaret, 
April  11,  1828. 

5.  Daguerreotype  of  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden, 

with  Charles  and  Alletta.  1852. 

6.  6  Tea  Spoons.  M.  H.  W.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  Wedding  present  from  her  mother.1 
By  Rockwell.  1828. 

7.  Fish  Spoon.  M.  H.  W.  28  Oct.  25  years.  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  By  I.  B.  Ginochio.  1853. 

8.  Spoon,  large.  H.  (preceding  initials  too  worn  to  read). 

Margaret  Wood  Hoghland  Warner.  By  V. 
V.  &  S.  Cir.  1810. 

9.  Knife,  small.  T.  M.  V.  N.  By  Rockwell-C.2 

10.  Family  Bible,  bound  in  red  morocco.  Thomas 

Langdon  Van  Norden. 

11.  Plutarch’s  Lives,  4  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden. 

1822. 

12.  Works  of  Josephus,  2  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van 

Norden.  1828. 

13.  Rollins’  Ancient  History,  4  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van 

Norden.  1825. 

14.  Shakespeare’s  Works,  2  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van 

Norden.  1824. 

1  The  rest  of  the  dozen  are  in  my  possession. 

2  The  initials  suggest  Thomas  and  Margaret  Van  Norden.  No 
silversmith  C.  Rockwell  is  listed. — Letter  from  the  Asst.  Curator  of  the 
Metropolitan  Museum,  1924. — Therefore  the  maker’s  name  is  of  no 
assistance  in  fixing  a  date.  Mrs.  Van  Norden  tells  me  that  Charles  de¬ 
scribed  the  knife  as  a  “child’s  knife”;  but  the  initials  belong  to  no  in¬ 
dividual  in  the  family. 
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15.  Locke’s  Essays,  2  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden. 

1824. 

16.  The  Spectator,  2  volumes.  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden. 

1826. 

17.  Allen’s  American  Revolution,  2  volumes.  Thomas  L. 

Van  Norden.  1819. 

18.  Marshall’s  Life  of  Washington,  2  volumes.  Thomas 

L.  Van  Norden.  1836. 

19.  Blair’s  Lectures  on  Belles  Lettres,  2  volumes.  Thomas 

L.  Van  Norden.  1807. 

20.  Newman’s  Spanish-English  Dictionary,  2  volumes. 

Thomas  L.  Van  Norden.  1823. 

21.  Gunn’s  Domestic  Medicine,  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden. 

1839- 

22.  Classical  Family  Library.  Thomas  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Translations  of  Classical  dramatists, 
poets  and  historians,  28  volumes  (preserved). 
1836  and  1837. 
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MARGUERITE  D.  LOCKWOOD. 

23.  Gold  Ring.  L.  &  M.  H.  (Probably  Leonard  Warner 

and  Margaret  Hoghland.)  Margaret  Hoghland 
Warner.  Cir.  1810. 

24.  Chased  Gold  Ring.  Margaret  Hoghland  Van 

Norden.  Cir.  1825. 

25.  China  Jar,  two  handles.  Margaret  Hoghland.  Mar¬ 

garet  Wood  Hoghland.  Gift  from  an  English 
family  friend,  1802. 

26.  1  Pair  Silver  Plated  Candlesticks.  Alletta  Langdon 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1800. 

27.  2  Pairs  Game  Knives  and  Forks,  yellow  ivory  handles. 
1  Pair  Game  Knife  and  Fork,  white  ivory  handles. 

1  Nut  Pick,  ivory  handle.  Margaret  H.  Van 
Norden.1  Cir.  1830. 

28.  7  Cups  and  8  Saucers.  Cream  white  china,  with  gold 

pattern  inside,  gold  rim. 

3  Blue  Bowls. 

1  Wine  Glass. 

1  Tumbler.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

29.  Table,  mahogany.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 

Made  by  her  father,  1830. 

30.  Doll’s  Cradle,  mahogany,  made  by  Leonard  Warner 

for  his  grand-daughter,  Margaret  W.  Van  Norden, 
Cir.  1837. 

31.  Bellows.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1800. 

32.  Skirt,  green  silk,  quilted.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Inherited.  Quilted  1760,  for  Mrs. 
Walmsley.2 

1  Margaret  Hoghland  Van  Norden. 

2  A  friend  of  Alletta’s,  or  of  her  mother’s.  In  the  Fishkill  Church 
graveyard  is  a  stone  to  “William  Walmsley,  Measurer  of  grain  in  the 
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33.  Sampler.  Sally  Van  Nor  den.  Sarah  Van  Norden 

Van  Brunt- Jackson,  sister  of  Thomas  Langdon 
Van  Norden,  B.  1798.  1810. 

34.  Gold  Lorgnette.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1855- 

city  of  New  York,  who  departed  this  life  at  Fishkill,  Aug.  24,  1803, 
Aged  59  years,”  and  a  long  epitaph  of  pious  prophecy.  Miss  Laura 
Roosa,  in  “A  Grave  Matter,”  states  that  time  and  weather  have  worn 
away  the  following  lines  to  the  relict: 

But  thou  who  healest  all  human  woes, 

Grant  she  may  not  sit  solitary  until  life’s  close, 

But  give  to  her  another  partner  of  worth 
That  she  may  have  a  few  happy  days  on  earth. 

If  this  be  the  lady  of  the  green  skirt,  she  evidently  did  not  fulfil  her 
husband’s  dying  wish.  She  is  spoken  of  as  Mrs.  Walmsley  by  my  grand- 
mother  in  1868. 
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THOMAS  LANGDON  VAN  NORDEN 

35.  Silver  Watch.  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1820.  Carried  in  youth  by  three  Thomas  Lang¬ 
don  Van  Nordens,  first,  second  and  third.1 

36.  1  Pair  Gold  Frosted  “Sleeve  Studs”  (Cuff  Buttons). 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

1  Our  grandfather’s  gold  watch,  of  about  1828,  was  willed  by  our 
grandmother  to  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden,  2d.  He  may  have  had 
it  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  Asia  Minor. 
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MARY  VAN  NORDEN  VICTOR. 

37.  2  Table  Spoons.  T.  L.  V.  N.  Theodorus  W.  and 
Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Alletta  was 
always  called  Letty.1  By  W.  G.  Forbes.  Cir. 
1803. 

1  And  Sweet  Letty. 

Mrs.  Victor  Waldron  tells  me  this,  thus  explaining  the  initials;  and 
also  gives  me  the  history  of  six  of  the  original  dozen  spoons. 
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WINIFRED  VAN  NORDEN  MORIN. 

38.  4  Table  Spoons.  T.  M.  V.  N.  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 

garet  Van  Norden.  Two  by  Rockwell,  and  two 
by  Rockwood.  Cir.  1830. 

39.  Cameo  Brooch.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Given 

her  by  her  son,  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden, 
1873.  Brought  from  Malta. 

40.  Stool,  dressing  table.  Mahogany.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1849. 

41.  Chocolate  Pot.  Pewter.  Margaret  H.  Van  Nor¬ 

den.  Cir.  1828. 
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JULIA  BEDFORD  GILL. 

42.  Portrait  of  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  1838/9. 

43.  Silhouette  of  Breckje  Hoghland  Myers.1  Cir.  1825. 

44.  Daguerreotype  of  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden. 

Cir.  1837. 

45.  Daguerreotype  of  Margaret  Hoghland  Warner.2 

Cir.  1837. 

46.  Daguerreotype  of  Thomas  Langdon  Van  Norden. 

Cir.  1852. 

47.  Daguerreotype  of  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1855- 

48.  1  Dinner  Fork.  Margaret.  21  years.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden,  from  her  husband  on  their  twenty- 
first  wedding  anniversary,  1849. 

49.  Cake  Knife.  Margaret.  1837.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden. 

50.  Gold  Pencil,  an  amethyst  set  in  top.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden.  It  appears  attached  to  chain  in 
the  daguerreotype  of  1855  noted  above. 

51.  Table,  drop-leaf,  mahogany.  Margaret  H.  Warner. 

Cir.  1820. 

52.  Candle  Stand,  mahogany.  Margaret  H.  Warner. 

Cir.  1800. 

53.  Sideboard,  late  Empire.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Cir.  1825. 

54.  2  Tables,  Phyfe.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden. 

Cir.  1810. 

55.  Bureau,  small.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden. 

Cir.  1840. 


1  Sister  of  Margaret  Wood  Hoghland.  B.  1780.  D.  1851. 

2  Our  great-grandmother. 
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56.  I  Plate,  Staffordshire. 

1  Cup,  Staffordshire. 

1  Saucer,  Staffordshire.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 
Norden.  Porcelain;  blue  Chinese  design  on  rim, 
with  gold  band  at  edge.  Cir.  1820. 

57.  Sugar  Bowl,  open  work  Sheffield  with  inner  glass  bowl. 

Margaret  Wood  Hoghland.  Cir.  1795. 

58.  Cream  Pitcher,  blue  and  white  Wedgewood.  Mar¬ 

garet  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1828. 

59.  2  Bags.  Margaret  H.  Warner.  Cir.  1840. 

60.  2  Shawls,  Paisley.  Margaret  H.  Warner.  Cir. 

1840. 

61.  Shawl,  Paisley.  Red  ground,  with  small  all-over 

pattern  in  several  colours.  Margaret  H.  War¬ 
ner. 

62.  2  Shawls.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1840. 

63.  Quilt.  Margaret  H.  Warner,  Made  by  her  sister. 

Cir.  1840. 

64.  1  Pair  Slippers,  Wedding.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  1828. 

65.  Kerchief.  M.  H.  Van  Norden.  Made  by  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  Cotton,  very  fine,  edged  with 
delicate  lace.  Cir.  1830. 
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ALLETTA  LANGDON  GILL. 

66.  Ring,  topaz  in  scroll  work  setting.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1849. 

67.  Skirt,  green  silk  quilted.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Inherited.  Cir.  1760.1 

1  Quilted  for  Mrs.  Walmsley.  See  note  2,  p.  4.  Apparently  the 
widow  favoured  green  silk  padded  petticoats. 
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ALLETTA  BEDFORD  DEMING. 

68.  Ring,  diamond  solitaire.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden 
Cir.  1864.  This  ring  is  of  peculiar  interest  to  me. 
I  had  never  heard  of  it  until  finding  it  specified  in 
my  grandmother’s  list  of  1868  and  again  in  her 
will,  as  to  pass  to  my  aunt  Cornelia.  In  each 
instance  it  is  the  first  item  noted  for  the  latter. 
From  Julia  Bedford  Gill  I  learned  the  following, 
which  Julia  tells  me  was  frequently  told  her  by  her 
mother,  and  was  known  to  all  my  father’s  sisters. — 
The  ring  was  given  to  my  grandmother  by  my 
uncle  Theodore  when  leaving  her  to  go  to  New 
Orleans;  and  at  the  same  time  he  told  his  mother 
that  later  he  would  tell  her  the  story  of  its  purchase. 
But  he  died  in  1867  in  New  Orleans,  and  his 
mother  never  heard  the  story.  His  sisters  knew, 
however,  that  my  uncle  had  been  in  love  with  my 
mother;  and  that  he  had  purchased  the  ring,  ex¬ 
pecting  it  to  be  the  engagement  ring.  That  there 
was  no  engagement.  But  later,  with  a  perfect 
understanding  between  the  brothers,  my  father 
and  mother  were  engaged.  1864. 

The  family  were  so  closely  united  in  affection, 
and  my  grandmother  was  so  sagacious  a  woman, 
I  doubt  her  ignorance  of  the  earlier  attachment. 
And  in  my  father’s  opinion,  so  far  as  his  mother 
had  a  favourite  child,  that  was  her  eldest,  my 
uncle  Theodore.  He  died  six  months  after  my 
father’s  marriage,  not  having  come  from  New 
Orleans  to  the  wedding. 

When  my  father  and  uncle  were  together  in 
New  Orleans,  their  mother  wrote  them  frequently, 
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beginning  her  letters  “my  dear  children.”  After 
my  uncle  Theodore’s  death  and  my  father  had 
taken  my  mother  to  New  Orleans,  her  letters  to 
them  again  begin  “my  dear  children.” 

I  find  further  abundant  evidence  of  Theodore’s 
love.  But  a  letter  of  my  uncle  Charles  of  1867 
may  imply  that  the  ring  did  not  reach  their 
mother  until  after  Theodore’s  death,  and  may  also 
support  my  surmise  that  my  grandmother  knew 
the  circumstances. 

69.  Table.  Mahogany,  Empire.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  Large;  two  drop  leaves;  pedestal  and 
claw  feet.  Cir.  1828. 

70.  Table.  Mahogany,  Empire.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  One  drawer;  glass  knob.  Ordered  by 
Leonard  Warner  for  his  daughter  at  her  marriage, 
1828. 
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THEODORE  LANGDON  VAN  NORDEN. 

71.  Miniature  of  Theodorus  William  Van  Norden.  T.  W. 

V.  N.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  1795. 
Portrait  ordered  by  Theodorus  for  his  fiancee, 
and  worn  by  her  in  its  gold  locket  frame  until  the 
back  of  the  latter  is  very  thin. 

72.  Miniature  of  Sarah  Van  Norden.1  Painted  for  her 

fiancee.  1825. 

73.  Miniature  of  Cornelius  Van  Brunt.2  Painted  for  his 

fiancee.  1825. 

74.  Silhouette  of  Margaret  Hoghland  Warner  (Van 

Norden).  M.  H.  W.  1825 . 

75.  Silhouette  of  Leonard  Warner,  L.  W.  1825. 

76.  Daguerreotype  of  Thomas  Langdon  and  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  1857. 

77.  Daguerreotype  of  Theodore  Van  Norden.3  1852. 

78.  Daguerreotype  of  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.4  Cir. 

1857. 

79.  Daguerreotype  of  Sarah  R.  Warner  5  and  her  husband, 

Isaac  Morley  2d.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 
Cir.  1857. 

80.  Tea-pot. 

Cream  Pitcher. 

Sugar  Bowl.  T.  M.  V.  N.  Margaret  H.  Van  Nor¬ 
den.  A  New  Year’s  present  from  her  husband, 

1837- 

1  Sister  of  Thomas.  B.  1798.  M.  1st  Cornelius  Van  Brunt,  1826; 
2d  Joseph  I.  Jackson,  1836.  D.  1889. 

2  First  husband  of  Sarah  Van  Norden.  D.  1828. 

3  Brother  of  Thomas.  B.  1814.  D.  1879. 

4  For  the  possession  of  this  daguerreotype  I  am  indebted  to  Rudolph 
W.  Van  Norden. 

6  Youngest  sister  of  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 
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81.  Silver  Goblet.  Een  dragt  maakt  magt.1  28  th  Oct. 

1828.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  A  wedding 
present  from  her  husband.  Used  in  place  of  a 
christening  bowl  at  the  baptism  of  each  of  their 
children. 

82.  Spoon,  very  large.  M.H.W.  28  Oct.  23  years. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  By  I.  B.  Ginochio. 

1851. 

83.  6  Dinner  Forks.  Margaret.  21  years.  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  By  Stebbins  &  Co.  1849. 

84.  6  Tea  Spoons.  M.  H.  W.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  Basket  handles.  5  by  Rockwell;  1 
by  J.  Van  Winkl.  Wedding  present  from  her 
mother.2  1828. 

85.  2  Dinner  Spoons.  G.  R.  V.  N.  Gabriel  2  and 

Rebecca  Van  Norden.  1798. 

86.  Butter  Knife.  T.  M.  V.  N.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  By  Rockwell.  1832. 

87.  1  Pair  Game  Knife  and  Fork,  yellow  ivory  handles. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

88.  Ring,  topaz  in  circle  of  pearls.  M.  H.  W.  Mar- 

aret  H.  Van  Norden.  Probably  her  engage¬ 
ment  ring,  1828. 

89.  Ring,  rock  crystal  covering  hair.  R.  V.  N.  Rebecca 

Van  Norden.  Hair  probably  her  husband 
Gabriel’s.  Cir.  1795. 

90.  Watch.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden  from  her  husband 

28th  day  of  October ,  1830. 

1  Dutch  for  In  union  there  is  strength,  Unity  makes  strength. 

2  The  one  by  Van  Winkl  may  have  been  an  older  spoon,  after  which 
the  others  were  made.  The  rest  of  the  dozen  are  in  the  possession  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Van  Norden. 

3  Gabriel  was  a  brother  of  Theodorus.  B.  1763. 
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91.  2  Watch  Keys.  Probably  Thomas  L.  and  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

92.  Chemise  Buttons,  4  on  chain.  M.  H.  V.  N.  Mar¬ 

garet  H.  Van  Norden. 

93.  Pair  Glove  Fasteners.  V.  N.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden. 

94.  Gold  Spectacles.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Case 

Prof .  H.  V.  Leja ,  St.  Charles  Hotel ,  New  Orleans , 
Cir.  1872.  1849. 

95.  Coffee-pot,  china,  white  and  gold.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

96.  Sugar  Bowl,  lustre,  red,  pink  and  gold. 

Waste  Bowl,  lustre,  red,  pink  and  gold.  Margaret 
H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

97.  Pitcher,  Wedgewood,  white  and  blue.  Margaret  H. 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

98.  3  Custard  Cups.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1830. 

99.  2  Vases,  small,  white,  red,  blue,  green,  and  gold. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

100.  1  Vase,  small,  blue  and  gold,  with  pink  head.  Mar¬ 

garet  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

10 1.  Basket  Fruit  Dish,  Staffordshire,  blue,  Ancient  Rome. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1830. 

102.  1  Tea-Cup,  2  Saucers,  white,  with  orange,  black  and 

gold.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1850. 

103.  Gibbon’s  Rome,  4  Vols.  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden.  1836. 

104.  Bible,  small,  Vol.  2.1  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden .  1826. 

105.  “Drops  of  Honey.”  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden.  1832. 

106.  “The  American  Toilet.”  Mary  Myers.2  1827. 

107.  Work  Table,  mahogany,  Empire,  brass  handles. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Desk  in  upper 
drawer.  Pedestal,  claw  feet.  Cir.  1830. 

1  Vol.  1  is  missing. 

2  A  cousin  of  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 
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108.  High  Chair,  maple.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 

Used  by  all  her  children.  Cir.  1833. 

109.  Desk  Box,  walnut  with  maple  applied.  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1850. 

no.  Marble  Clock,  black,  4  Columns,  Louis  XVI,  Empire 
period.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Bought 
June,  1834.  1832. 

hi.  Eraser.  Theodorus  W.  Van  Norden.  He  called 
it  a  “scribe.”  1800  or  earlier. 

1 12.  Sampler.  Sally  Van  Norden.  Aged  g.  1807. 1 

Sarah  Van  Norden  Van  Brunt-Jackson. 

1 13.  Quilt.  Made  by  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  1867. 

All  over  pattern  in  squares  and  stars,  with  flowered 
border. 

1 14.  Quilt.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  White,  quilted 

in  elaborate  pattern.  Given  to  my  mother. 
Christmas,  1872.  Made  earlier.2  Not  by  her¬ 
self.3 

1 15.  Quilt.  Made  by  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Star 

shapes  in  red,  orange  and  brown.  Made  in  1875 
for  my  mother.  My  grandmother  called  the  pat¬ 
tern  Patchwork  Northumberland  Star.4  1876. 

1 16.  Medal.  Head,  George  Washington;  reverse,  Time  in¬ 

creases  his  fame.  Probably  Theodorus  W.  Van 
Norden.  Cir.  1790. 

1  This  sampler,  beside  the  usual  alphabet  and  figures,  picture  and 
border,  carries  the  following  lines: 

How  blest  the  Maid  whom  circling  years  improvexxxx 
Her  God  the  object  of  her  warmest  lovexxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Whose  useful  hours  successive  as  they  glidexxxxxxxxx 
The  BOOK,  the  NEEDLE  and  the  PEN  dividexxxxx 
Who  sees  her  Parents  Heart  exult  with  joyxxxxxxxxxx 
And  the  fond  tear  stands  sparkling  in  their  eyexxxxxxx 

2  Letter  of  M.  H.  V.  N.,  Dec.  12,  1872. 

3  Letter  of  Jan.  3,  1873 

4  Letter  of  M.  H.  V.  N.,  Nov.  28,  1875. 
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MARGARET  WILLIAMS  FOOT. 

1 17.  1  Dinner  Fork.  Margaret.  21  years.  Margaret.  H 

Van  Norden.  1849. 

1 18.  1  Dessert  Fork.  M.  H.  W.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  1828. 

1 19.  Tea-pot. 

Cream  Pitcher. 

Sugar  Bowl.  L.  W.1  Leonard  Warner  and  Mar¬ 
garet  H.  Warner.  By  W.  Forbes.  1800.  A 
loan  exhibit  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art, 
New  York.  This  tea-set  has  belonged  to  five  gen¬ 
erations,  and  will  pass  to  the  fifth  Margaret,  in  the 
sixth  generation. 

120.  Ring,  3  pearls.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1825. 

12 1.  Bracelet,  3  large  garnets.  Margaret  H.  Van 

Norden.  Cir.  1825. 

122.  Brooch. 

Pair  Earrings.  Jet  and  Pearls.  Margaret  H.  Van 
Norden.  Cir.  1849. 

123.  Belt  Buckle.  Gold  and  black  enamel.  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1849. 

124.  Silver  Thimble.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  Cir. 

1820. 

125.  Quilt,  white,  pineapple  design.  Made  by  Margaret 

H.  Van  Norden. 

126.  Quilt,  star  pattern  edged  with  flowered  chintz.  Mar¬ 

garet  H.  Van  Norden. 

1  This  marking  is  amusing.  Leonard  Warner  married  first  in  1795; 
and  his  first  wife  lived  several  years  later  than  1800. 

The  latter  date  has  been  determined  by  the  curator  of  American 
silver  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum.  According  to  a  memorandum 
written  by  our  grandmother  in  1875,  the  tea-set  was  made  “in  the  year 
1800  out  of  Mexican  dollars.” 
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127.  Quilt,  blue  and  white  wool,  hand-woven;  rose  pattern 

in  centre,  edged  with  eagles,  rising  suns  and  weep¬ 
ing  willows;  at  each  corner  a  lion.  E.  Ostram.1 
1842  in  border,  repeated.  Margaret  H.  Van 
Norden. 

128.  Tea-box,  copper.  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden.  August 

20,  1835.  New  York.  The  year  her  husband 
bought  the  house  at  173,  Franklin  Street;  and  the 
date  may  indicate  the  day  they  first  occupied  it. 

1  Probably  the  name  of  the  weaver. 
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PRUDENCE  COBB  FOOT. 

129.  Brooch,  large  filigree  bowknot.  Margaret  H.  Van 
Norden.  Cir.  1825. 
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DAVID  LOUIS  WILLIAMS. 

130.  Soup  Ladle.  Margaret .  21  years.  Margaret  H. 
Van  Norden.  1849. 
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RICHARD  FERDINAND  WILLIAMS. 

13 1.  12  Tea  Spoons.  T.  M.  V.  N.  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Van  Norden.  By  Rockwell.  Cir.  1830. 
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MARY  WALDRON. 

132.  Mahogany  library  table,  Phyfe,  two  leaves.  Alletta 

Langdon  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1812. 

133.  2  Vases.  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  Porce¬ 

lain,  Chinese  design.  Cir.  1812. 

134.  Sugar  Bowl. 

Waste  Bowl. 

Dinner  Plate. 

Tea  Cup  and  Saucer.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 
Norden.  Porcelain,  blue  Chinese  design,  with 
gold  band  at  edge.  Cir.  1820.1 

135.  Small  Plate,  Canton.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Cir.  1812. 

1  Same  as  Julia  Bedford  Gill’s  cup  and  saucer. 


24 


VAN  NORDEN  FAMILY  POSSESSIONS 


ANNIE  WALDRON  BELLOWS. 

136.  Table  Spoon.  T.  L.  V.  N.  Theodorus  W.  and 

Alletta  (Letty)  Langdon  Van  Norden.  By 
W.  G.  Forbes.  Cir.  1803.1 

137.  Dessert  Spoon.  L.  V.  N.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  By  Rockwell.  Cir.  1812. 

138.  Tea  Spoon.  T.  L.  V.  N.  Theodorus  W.  and 

Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  By  I.  W. 
Forbes.  Cir.  1812. 

1  Same  as  Mary  Van  Norden  Victor's. 
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MINNIE  WALDRON  STICKNEY. 


139.  Table  Spoon.  T.  L.  V.  N.  Theodorus  W.  and 
Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  By  W.  G. 
Forbes.  Cir.  1083.1 

1  Same  as  Mary  Van  Norden  Victor’s. 
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SARAH  E.  CONKLIN. 

140.  6  Tea  Spoons.  T.  L.  V.  N.  Theodorus  W.  and 

Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden.  By  I.  W. 
Forbes.  Cir.  1812. 

141.  Dessert  Spoon.  L.  V.  N.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  By  Rockwell.  Cir.  1812. 

142.  Brooch. 

Pair  Earrings.  Jet,  the  brooch  enclosing  a  braid  of 
hair,  probably  Alletta  Langdon  Van  Norden’s. 
Caroline  Van  Norden  Waldron.  C.  1827. 

143.  Bedstead,  Mahogany,  Empire.  Alletta  Langdon 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1835. 

144.  Bureau,  Mahogany,  Empire.  Alletta  Langdon  Van 

Norden.  Cir.  1835. 

145.  Bed  Stand,  Mahogany,  Empire.  Alletta  Langdon 

Van  Norden.  Cir.  1835. 

146.  Mirror,  Mahogany  frame,  Empire.  Alletta  Lang¬ 

don  Van  Norden.  Cir.  1835. 
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APPENDIX,  I. 

Memorandum,  1868. 

I,  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden,  wife  of  Thomas  L.  Van 
Norden,  .  .  .  possessing  various  articles  of  family  interest, 
which  I  desire  shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  children, 
do  make  disposition  of  them  as  follows,  .... 

To  Margaret: 

Six  silver  forks. 

Two  silver  butter  knives. 

One  chased  gold  ring  with  name  of  (Grandmother 
Warner)  1  Margaret  W.  Warner  in  it,  given  her  by 
her  husband  in  place  of  wedding  ring  worn  out. 
Three  old  yellow  ivory  handled  knives  and  forks,  a 
present  from  my  husband  when  married. 

Six  white  ivory  handled  knives. 

One  silk  quilted  skirt,  quilted  in  1760  for  Mrs.  Walms- 
ley  by  her  mother,  before  Mrs.  W.  was  married. 

One  blue  sugar  dish  owned  by  Mrs.  Walmsley,  and  in 
her  possession  about  1765. 

One  dozen  ivory  handled  nut-picks. 

Gold  eye-glass. 

To  Thomas: 

Gold  watch,  belonging  to  and  worn  by  his  father. 

One  silver  sugar  tongs,  a  wedding  present  .  .  .  from 
my  mother. 

6  silver  spoons,  with  basket  on  handle  .  .  .  given  me 
with  above. 

6  silver  forks. 

One  pair  silver  salt  and  one  silver  mustard  spoons. 

One  black  broche  shawl. 


1  Note  by  my  father. 
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One  mahogany  knife  box. 

One  silver  fruit  knife,  a  present  from  my  husband. 

To  Cornelia: 

One  solitaire  diamond  ring. 

.  Six  silver  forks. 

One  silver  pie  knife. 

One  gold  thimble. 

Three  yellow  ivory  handled  knives  and  forks,  of  same 
set  as  those  given  Margaret. 

Six  white  ivory  handled  knives  and  forks,  of  same  set  as 
those  given  Margaret. 

One  breast  pin. 

One  opera  glass  belonging  to  Theodore. 

One  regulator  clock  belonging  to  Theodore. 

To  Warner: 

The  silver  tea-set  consisting  of  tea-pot,  milk  pitcher 
and  sugar  bowl,  and  one  goblet,  the  tea-pot,  milk 
pitcher  and  sugar  bowl  being  a  New  Year’s  present, 
1837,  and  the  goblet  a  wedding  day  present,  1838,1 
all  from  my  husband  .... 

One  silver  table  spoon  belonging  to  Mother  Van  Norden 
(Mother  of  Thomas  L.  Van  Norden).2 

Six  silver  tea-spoons,  with  basket  an  handle,  wedding 
present  from  my  mother. 

Silver  cake  basket. 

The  mahogany  box,  made  by  Allison  to  contain  silver, 
1837- 

Painted  portrait  of  Alletta  Van  Norden,  mother  of 
Thomas  L.  Van  Norden.  Painted  about  two  years 
after  death  of  her  husband. 

One  marble  clock.  Bought  June,  1834. 

1  Mistake  in  copying  for  1828. 

2  Note  by  my  father. 
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One  photograph  of  Theodore  on  paper.  First  one 
taken. 

My  gold  spectacles.  1849. 

One  photograph  in  porcelain  of  Warner. 

Theodore’s  Bible. 

To  Charles: 

My  gold  watch. 

Painted  miniature  on  ivory  of  my  husband,  painted  by 
Rogers  in  1828.  Presented  on  April  nth,  1828. 

Six  silver  desert  spoons. 

One  silver  soup  ladle.  Small  one. 

Coffee  urn. 

Gold  ring  with  hair  of  Mary  V.  N.  V.  N. 

Silver  napkin  ring  presented  to  me  by  Theodore. 

Gold  sleeve  buttons  presented  to  me  by  Theodore. 

Red  covered  family  Bible. 

One  picture  painted  by  Cornelia,  the  first  one  painted. 
One  photograph  on  porcelain  of  Theodore. 

To  Alletta: 

One  dozen  silver  tea  spoons — new. 

Six  silver  table  spoons. 

One  large  silver  soup  ladle. 

One  silver  fish  knife. 

Regard  Ring. 

Lignumvita  mortar  and  pestle. 

Three  yellow  ivory  handled  knives  and  forks  of  same 
set  as  those  given  Margaret. 

Six  white  ivory  handled  knives,  of  same  set  as  those 
given  Margaret. 

Long  pier  looking-glass  and  base  table  to  match. 

Oval  picture,  painted  by  Cornelia. 

New  York.  Sept.  8th,  1868. 

Margaret  H.  Van  Norden. 
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Copy  of  paper  wherein  Mother  arranges  for  the  dispo¬ 
sition  of  various  articles  of  family  interest.  Not  an  exact 
copy  in  words,  but  precisely  like  in  substance. 

1868.1 

Margaret  had  previously  old  jar  .  .  ,  bought  1802  for 
Grandmother  Warner  (I  think)  when  young  as  a  joke  by  a 
young  friend. 

Also  gold  link  chain  belonging  to  Mother,  given  by 
Grandfather  Warner. 

Also  Yi  doz.  table  spoons. 

To  Cornelia  already  ]/2  doz.  dessert  spoons.2 

1  Endorsement  in  my  father’s  handwriting. 

2  Additional  note  in  my  father’s  handwriting  of  same  date. 
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APPENDIX,  II. 

From  the  Last  Will  of  Margaret  H.  Van  Norden, 

1876. 

I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  .  .  . 

To  Margaret: 

One  large  silver  soup  ladle,  six  silver  forks  marked  “Mar¬ 
garet  28  yrs.”,  one  gold  brooch  set  with  garnet  and  pearl, 
one  chased  finger  ring,  and  the  mourning  ring  containing 
the  hair  of  my  sister  Mary  B.  Croley. 

To  Thomas: 

* 

Six  silver  tea  spoons,  six  silver  forks  marked  “Margaret 
28  yrs.”,  and  a  silver  watch,  and  to  his  wife  Mary  .  .  .  one 
pair  gold  frosted  sleeve  studs,  my  cameo  brooch,  my  black 
broche  shawl  and  my  bedroom  clock. 

To  Cornelia: 

My  solitaire  diamond  finger  ring,  my  jet  and  gold  ear¬ 
rings,  my  gold  mounted  mourning  brooch,  one  silver  sugar 
spoon,  silver  pie  knife,  my  gold  watch  and  curl  chain,  my 
gold  thimble  and  my  fine  black  lace  veil. 

To  Warner: 

My  silver  tea  set,  consisting  of  tea-pot,  cream  pitcher  and 
sugar  bowl,  and  my  silver  goblet  with  Dutch  inscription, 
.  .  .  six  silver  tea  spoons  with  flower  basket  on  the  handles, 
the  framed  photograph  of  his  brother  Theodore  also  his  own 
likeness  on  porcelain,  and  the  gold  mounted  spectacles  which 
he  gave  me. 

To  Charles: 

Six  silver  tea  spoons  with  flower  basket  on  handles,  the 
miniature  of  his  father  painted  on  ivory,  an  old  red  mor- 
rocco  covered  Bible,  the  photograph  of  his  brother  Theodore 
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on  porcelain,  also  the  books  Scotland  and  Syria  illustrated 
and  National  Gallery. 

To  Alletta: 

One  dozen  silver  tea  spoons  new,  silver  fish  knife,  small 
silver  soup  ladle,  .  .  . 

To  my  granddaughter  Emma  P.  Van  Norden: 

My  regard  ring  and  gold  glove  studs. 


